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AVAC at the XVII International AIDS Conference 

Mexico City • August 3-8, 2008 

 

This list includes events that AVAC is co-sponsoring, moderating and/or presenting: 

BOOTHS AT THE CONFERENCE: 
Global Village Booth: Partners in Prevention research 

Details: Booth number 263 in the Global Village 

Summary: This is a community-focused booth where advocates from around the world can gather to get 

important information on HIV prevention research and advocacy. The booth will feature a range of 

materials on HIV prevention, a space for short presentations from conference presenters and panelists, 

and a place for networking and informal discussions among delegates and local community members. 

Organizer(s): The African Microbicides Advocacy Group, AVAC, Global Campaign for Microbicides, the 

International Rectal Microbicides Advocates, PATH 

 

Exhibition Hall Booth: AVAC- Global Advocacy for HIV Prevention Research 

Details: Stand # 408 in the Exhibition Hall 

Summary: This booth will feature a range of materials on HIV prevention, short presentations and a 

space for networking and informal discussions so advocates from around the world can gather to get 

information and discuss important issues related to HIV prevention research and advocacy. 

Organizer(s): AIDS Vaccine Advocacy Coalition (AVAC) 

 

THURSDAY, JULY 31 

Technical knowledge session: Expanding Female-Initiated HIV Prevention Options(part of 

Mexico YouthForce Youth Pre-Conference 
Details: Part of the Youth Pre-Conference, July 31-August 2. 16:00-17:30. Pre-registration required. 

Summary: This workshop seeks to engage youth and will address HIV prevention through the 

development and use of a wider range of female-initiated prevention technologies, including female 

condoms, cervical barrier methods, microbicides, vaccines, and oral pre-exposure prophylaxis. 

Organizer(s): AVAC, Center for Health and Gender Equity, Global Campaign for Microbicides 

 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 3 
Satellite: Coordinating HIV vaccine research and development efforts to contribute to the 

goals of the Global HIV Vaccine Enterprise: country-, regional- and network-level approaches 

Details:  11:15-13:15 / Skills Building Room 7 

Summary: To ensure continued interest, stimulate increased investment and sustain capacity in HIV 

vaccine development, and to enhance global collaboration, the Government of Canada is bringing 

together representatives from existing country, regional and global initiatives. Presentations and a panel 

discussion will enable speakers to profile the current status of HIV vaccine research, outline important 

new initiatives in the wake of recent research results and share best practices and lessons learned. 

Organizer(s): Government of Canada and The Global HIV Vaccine Enterprise 

Link: http://www.aids2008.org/Pag/PSession.aspx?s=500 
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Satellite: Expecting (and managing) the unexpected: Reality check for PrEP and other new 

prevention options 

Details: 15:45 – 17:45 / Session Room 5 

Summary: This open forum and moderated discussion will provide an update on the status of PrEP 

research and engage advocates, researchers and policy makers in an interactive format, highlighting the 

challenges of translating research into effective policy and practice. 

Organizer(s): AVACIV 

Link: http://www.aids2008.org/Pag/PSession.aspx?s=480 

 

Satellite: New Minds, New Ideas: Attracting the next generation of investigators and 

technologies to HIV vaccine research 

Details:  15:45 - 17:45 / Skills Building Room 8 

Summary: The scientific challenge of HIV vaccine development will require novel solutions. It is essential 

that the HIV vaccine field continues to take steps to encourage diversity of thought and experience 

within its ranks of investigators and encourages new researchers to join the field. We must continue to 

bring the revolution that has occurred in biological research—a revolution driven by young investigators 

using new technologies and innovative strategies—to the search for an HIV vaccine. Given the global 

nature of the HIV/AIDS pandemic, it is also essential that the field encourage researchers in the hardest 

hit areas in the developing world to join in the development effort. To catalyze efforts to attract young 

investigators, researchers from developing countries, and researchers from outside of the field, the 

Global HIV Vaccine Enterprise will hold a roundtable discussion with leaders in HIV vaccine research. 

Organizer(s): The Global HIV Vaccine Enterprise 

Link: http://www.aids2008.org/Pag/PSession.aspx?s=456  

 

MONDAY, AUGUST 4 

Symposium: Vaccines and Microbicides: Where Do We Go from Here,  

Details: 11:00 - 13:00 / Session Room 1 

Summary: Mitchell Warren, AVAC Executive Director, will moderate this symposium discussing the 

future of HIV vaccine and microbicide research.  

 

Poster Exhibition: Anticipating, understanding and communicating research results: lessons 

learned from recent HIV prevention research trials 
Details: Author available for questions 12:30 - 14:30—Poster displayed 08:00 - 19:00 / Hall D, Level 2 

Organizer(s): AVAC, Global Campaign for Microbicides 

 

Poster Exhibition: Using the AVAC/UNAIDS "Good Participatory Practice" guidance on 

biomedical prevention trials as a community advocacy tool 
Details: Author available for questions 12:30 - 14:30—Poster displayed 08:00 - 19:00 / Hall D, Level 2 

Organizer(s): AIDS Vaccine Advocacy Coalition, UNAIDS 

 

Satellite: No simple solution: Investing in HIV Prevention Research for Women 
Details: 18:30 - 20:30 / Session Room 6 

Summary: Women and girls urgently need a range of prevention technologies and approaches to 

protect themselves throughout the life cycle and as life situations change. Using an interactive “talk 

show” format, this session will bring together dynamic voices, including high-level government 

representatives, grassroots leaders working on the frontlines of community-based research, and policy 
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makers. The panelists will discuss the work needed to develop and test a range of interventions that 

address the complex gender inequality challenges that exist on structural, behavioral, and cultural levels 

that continue to exacerbate a feminized HIV/AIDS epidemic worldwide. 

Organizer(s): AVAC, Center for Health and Gender Equity, Global Campaign for Microbicides, Ibis 

Reproductive Health, International AIDS Vaccine Initiative, International Partnership for Microbicides, 

International Women’s Health Coalition 

Link: http://www.aids2008.org/Pag/PSession.aspx?s=484 

 

Special Session: Male Circumcision for HIV Prevention: What are the Implications for Women? 

Details: 18:30 - 19:30 / Women’s Networking Zone, Global Village  

Summary With research findings that male circumcision reduces the risk of heterosexually acquired HIV 

infection in men by approximately 60%, what are the implications for women? Our goal is to generate 

discussion of, understanding around and attention to the gender implications of male circumcision as an 

HIV prevention method and to bring more stakeholders, particularly women, into the conversation. 

Organizer(s): ATHENA and AVAC 

 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 5 
Oral Abstract Session: Show Me the Money: Accountability, Transparency and Resources 
Details:  11:00 - 12:30 / Session Room 10 

Summary:  Includes a presentation from the HIV Vaccines and Microbicides Resource Tracking Working 

Group – “Building a Comprehensive Response: Funding for HIV Vaccines, Microbicides and Other New 

Prevention Tools: 2000 to 2007” 

 

Satellite: Confronting the Evidence in Evidence-Based HIV Prevention 
Details: 18:30 - 20:30 / Session Room 5 

Summary: As HIV prevention research has become more multi-dimensional in recognizing the 

interaction of biology, behavior, and social structure, interesting questions have been raised about 

gathering and interpreting evidence to know what really works in HIV prevention. This satellite session 

will be a moderated panel discussion on current controversies, opportunities, and challenges in defining 

and evaluating evidence for program and policy decisions. It will be the culmination of a series of similar 

discussions held over the past year at various AIDS conferences and will be the venue for disseminating 

a draft consensus statement derived from all these discussions. 

Organizer(s): San Francisco AIDS Foundation, the Caucus for Evidence-Based Prevention 

 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 6 
Press Conference: Advances and Challenges in HIV Prevention Research 
Details: 11:00 / ROOM 2 (MAYAS), Media centre, Hall A, Level 1 

Host: AIDS Vaccine Advocacy Coalition (AVAC) 

 

 

Sesión de debate: La participación comunitaria en ensayos clínicos de nuevos métodos 

preventivos del VIH en América Latina: necesidades y controversias 

Fecha y hora: Miércoles 6 de agosto, de 10 a 12 horas.  

Lugar: Sala 2 de la Aldea Global / Room 2 – Global Village. Centro Banamex 

Idioma: Español 

Debate con el público asistente: La sesión empezará con una intervenciones introductorias a los 
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diferentes enfoques por parte de los panelistas, y a continuación se dará la palabra al público, ya 
que se busca la máxima interacción y dinamismo entre las y los asistentes. Al final de la sesión, los 

participantes habrán tenido la oportunidad de conocer cuáles son los principales puntos a tener en 

cuenta para garantizar una amplia y significativa participación comunitaria en los ensayos clínicos de 

nuevos métodos preventivos del VIH, con especial atención a su adaptación a las características de la 

región latinoamericana, cuáles son los derechos y compromisos básicos de los participantes en dichos 

ensayos y cuáles son las necesidades de capacitación comunitaria para una mejor comprensión y 

seguimiento independiente de los mismos. 
 Organiza: AVAC 

 

Satellite: Weighing the Evidence: Prioritizing Comprehensive Prevention in the Fight Ahead 

Details: 18:30 - 20:30 / Session Room 10 

Summary: Over the past 20 years, research and practice have determined the efficacy of a wide range of 

behavioral, biomedical, and social interventions for preventing the acquisition and transmission of HIV. 

Many of these interventions have become part of global policy efforts to reduce the spread of HIV. 

Despite this, however, there are still lingering questions about sustaining comprehensive HIV prevention 

for the future and even more compelling, maintaining these priorities within a general health agenda. 

This satellite session will highlight the importance of prioritizing evidence-based HIV prevention and 

advancing effective solutions within the context of broader health and development efforts. 

Organizer(s): The Caucus for Evidence-Based Prevention 

Link: http://www.aids2008.org/Pag/PSession.aspx?s=436  

 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 7 
Global Village Session: In Our Own Hands: Advocating for Women-Initiated Prevention 

Methods 
Details: 11:45 - 12:45 / Session Room 2 

Summary: This session, grounded in a comprehensive, rights-based approach to HIV prevention, will 

give participants an introduction to and update on the search for new HIV prevention strategies that 

women could initiate themselves to reduce their risk of acquiring HIV. In the two years since the last 

International AIDS Conference, there has been a wealth of information from efficacy trials of HIV 

prevention methods. The data from these studies is highly relevant to women. The challenges, questions 

and opportunities raised by the new information will be addressed in this interactive workshop. 

Organizer(s): African Microbicides Advocacy Group, AVAC, Center for Health and Gender Equity, Global 

Campaign for Microbicides, International AIDS Vaccine Initiative 

Link: http://www.aids2008.org/Pag/PSession.aspx?s=166  

 

Skills Building Workshop: Understanding and Communicating Results from Recent AIDS 

Vaccine Efficacy Trials: Addressing the Present and Planning for the Future 
Details: 14:30 - 16:00 / Skills Building Room 9 

Summary: AIDS vaccine research requires meaningful community participation and support. This 

intermediate level workshop will focus on recent trial results, best practices for communicating results, 

managing expectations, community involvement in results dissemination and the role of communities in 

a complicated and somewhat uncertain AIDS vaccine research environment. 

Organizer(s): AVAC, HIV Vaccine Trials Network, International AIDS Vaccine Initiative, U.S. Military HIV 

Research Program 

 


