
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Press release  

Charlatans and false claim to HIV Cure: a case for urgency for accelerated global 
HIV Vaccine development efforts 

 

Abuja/Nigeria. 18 May 2017. We have seen accelerated global efforts at developing HIV 
vaccine. We are aware that there is a large HIV vaccine efficacy clinical trial known as 
HVTN 702 started in South Africa, and later this year another one, testing a different 
product, is expected to start in several African countries. It will be the first time in nearly 
a decade that two HIV vaccine efficacy trials (large studies to see if a product works to 
prevent HIV in real life settings) are running simultaneously. 

We are also aware that HIV vaccine researchers are building on lessons from three 
decades of vaccine research. Lessons from these years of research has resulted in studies 
about the use of broadly neutralizing antibodies (bNAbs), molecules to neutralize many 
strains of the virus. One large trial currently underway is testing if giving direct bNAb 
infusions of bNAbs into the bloodstream (a drip) can prevent HIV. All these trials are 
drawing us ever closer to a licensable vaccine.They are also providing insights for the HIV 
cure research field. 

There is however no known HIV vaccine or cure for HIV infection despite the dramatic 
success in increasing coverage of HIV treatment, care and existing prevention options. If 
coverage of prevention and treatment expands, new HIV infections and deaths from AIDS 
will continue to decrease. Available prevention options include the male and female 
condoms, prompt detection and treatment of sexually transmitted infections, male 
medical circumcision, post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP), pre-exposure prophylaxis 
(PrEP) and HIV treatment with antiretroviral drugs. 

The combination of use of effective HIV prevention and treatment tools is helping Nigeria 
successfully address its HIV epidemic. The country is currently undertaking a large 
project to rebase its HIV prevalence in view of the multiple evidence that shows clearly 
that the HIV prevalence is likely to be less than currently stated (3.1%). HIV prevention 
and treatment services are expanding through the use of community based approaches. 
HIV treatment and prevention services are being decentralized to primary health care 
centres and community organisations providing health care services. There are lots of 
ongoing projects and programs to ensure that vulnerable populations have access to HIV 
treatment and prevention services at the lowest possible cost to government and 
international donors supporting these efforts: and where feasible, at no cost at all. 
Stakeholders are working hard to remove all barriers to HIV prevention and treatment 
access for all Nigerians. 

CISHAN, its constituent coordinating entities and its over 4,000 members hereby call on 
the Nigeria public to beware of all false claims for a HIV vaccine or a HIV cure. The recent 
claim by a Veterinary Doctor in Federal University of Agriculture Umudike, Abia State is 
false, misleading and non-scientific. The National Agency for the Control of AIDS and the 
Federal Ministry of Health had made public declarations on the falsehood of this claim. 
We look towards a HIV vaccine and a cure. We therefore support all global, regional and 
national efforts towards a HIV vaccine and cure research. We continue to follow up with 
the government on its efforts and partnership towards HIV vaccine development and 



cure research.  Through our partner NHVMAS, we continue to work on public education, 
updates and awareness about new development in the field of HIV Vaccine and cure 
research.  

We cannot afford delays. Over 3 million people in Nigeria are living with HIV. Every new 
infection has social and economic consequences for the country. Every false claim to a 
HIV vaccine or HIV cure endangers the lives of people including people living with HIV. 
False claims must stop now. 

---- 

CISHAN’s goal is to coordinate, facilitate, advocate and ensure the needs and issues of CSOs working on HIV 
and AIDS are addressed and to provide a coordinated and coherent input into the national response to 
HIV/AIDS. 
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