
Investigating the Utility and Relevance of the Good  
Participatory Practice (GPP) Guidelines for Biomedical Prevention Trials 

The Good Participatory Practice  (GPP) Guidelines for Biomedical HIV Prevention Trials are 

guidelines for trial implementers and sponsors that describe how they should effectively  

engage with communities when conducting biomedical HIV prevention trials. The GPP 

    guidelines were published by UNAIDS and AVAC in November, 2007. Since publication of  

    the guidelines, AVAC, together with 12 partner organizations, gathered data about their  

    utilization, as well as stakeholder views of their appropriateness and usefulness. 
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Between June 2008 and May 2009, AVAC and its partners collaborated with biomedical HIV prevention stakeholders  

from multiple countries on activities that raised awareness of and generated feedback on the guidelines. Diverse  

audiences targeted by these consultations included: trial site staff and volunteers, CABs, IRB members, NGO representatives, sex workers, PLWHA,  

IDUs, and other community members. Collaborating partners oriented stakeholders to the GPP guidelines and conducted interviews, focus group 

discussions and consultations to gather data on stakeholders’ views of the guidelines, and recommendations for implementation and revisions, if  

necessary. Data were gathered by each partner and AVAC compiled the results.  

Asociacion Civil Selva Amazonica (ACSA) 

Centre for the AIDS Programme of Research in South Africa  

(CAPRISA) 

Community Education Group (CEG) 

Grupo de Incentivo a Vida (GIV) with Unidade de Pesquisa de 

Vacina Anti-HIV (UPSP) 

Kenya AIDS NGOs Consortium (KANCO) with Kenya AIDS 

  Vaccine Initiative (KAVI) and University of  Nairobi Centre  

   for HIV Prevention & Research (UoN-CHIVPR) 

Makerere University-Walter Reed Project (MUWRP) 

National AIDS Education & Services for Minorities (NAESM) 

New HIV Vaccine and Microbicide Advocacy Society (NHVMAS) 

Perinatal HIV Research Unit (PHRU) 

Planeta Salud 

Sex Workers Project at the Urban Justice Center 

Thai AIDS Treatment Action Group (TTAG) 

  Feedback from the consultations indicated that stakeholders were pleased with the GPP guidelines and felt that they serve a critical role in the field.    

  Many stakeholders would like to see them implemented in the same manner that the Good Clinical Practice (GCP) guidelines are implemented at   

  trial sites.  

Improving Readability 

 -The sentence structure and wording should be simplified. 

 -The content could be streamlined by summarizing points, removing  

   extraneous information, and eliminating redundancy. 

 -Readability should be improved by adding an acronym list, glossary and 

   diagrams. 
Improving Content 

 -Respect and Research Literacy should be considered foundational  

   Core Principles because without these, proper community engagement  

    is not possible. 

 -The guidelines should be written from a human rights perspective that  

   better addresses working with certain groups and  marginalized   

   populations.  

 -The guidelines should  promote collaboration between local NGOs and   

   local research entities for better sustainability of information in between  

   studies.  

 -The guidelines should include greater emphasis on the need for  

   researchers to gain cultural literacy and to respect local cultures.  

 -The guidelines need to better address multisite studies and the difficulty 

   or inability to make revisions when study materials are shared locally.  

 

Improving Translations 

  Stakeholders were pleased that the GPP guidelines were translated into 

  multiple languages. However, inaccuracies were identified with some of the 

  current translations. Stakeholders recommend that UNAIDS hold  

  in-country consultations to validate translations.  

 

Improving Rollout and Implementation 

 -In order to efficiently and effectively rollout the guidelines, stakeholders  

   recommend that each UNAIDS country office notify in-country  

   stakeholders about the guidelines and provide them with a copy. 

 -Stakeholders recommend that organizations such as AVAC develop  

   complimentary tools and materials that can assist trial and community  

   entities to better understand and utilize the GPP guidelines.  

Stakeholders advocated that the GPP guidelines 

should be implemented at trial sites globally.  

While the current version of GPP is being rolled 

out, UNAIDS and AVAC should revise the GPP 

guidelines to include recommendations from 

the stakeholder consultations.  
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