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IPM’s Mission
To develop HIV prevention 
products and new sexual and 
reproductive health solutions for 
women in developing countries

About us
• Nonprofit product developer 
• Founded in 2002
• Offices in South Africa and the 

United States
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•HIV/AIDS is the leading cause of death 
among women of reproductive age

• Young women and adolescent girls 
make up almost 60% of new infections 

among young people aged 15-24

• Nearly 60% of adults with HIV in 
sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) are women

• Young women ages 15-24 account for 
25% of new adult infections in SSA

• Women can be more than five times 
as likely as men to acquire HIV in SSA

Where We are Today



• An estimated 25% of pregnancy-related deaths in the 
region are due to HIV/AIDS

• Complications due to unintended pregnancy are a 
leading cause of maternal mortality.

• An estimated 225 million women in developing countries 
have an unmet need for effective, modern contraceptives.

• In 2015 303,000 women died from pregnancy and 
childbirth; 99% occurred in developing countries.

Where We are Today



Factors in Women’s Vulnerability
• Gender inequities

• Gender-based and intimate 
partner violence

• Financial dependence on male 
partners

• Difficulty negotiating condom 
use

• Young women at even higher risk
� Limited access to SRH 

information and health services
� Perception of risk 
� Early marriage 
� Intergenerational sex 
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The Promise of New Technologies
• Women-initiated technologies are a key component of a 

comprehensive prevention package
• No one option will suit everyone; to end the epidemic, women 

need multiple options that meet their various needs, 
including: 

• Oral PrEP, long-acting rings, MPTs, injectables and 
vaccines 

Vaccine InjectableOral PrEP Vaginal 
Ring



Monthly Dapivirine Ring

• Discreet and woman-controlled
• First long-acting HIV prevention 

method for women
• Self-inserted monthly
• Slowly releases ARV drug 

dapivirine
• Found to be safe and effective



Dapivirine Ring Study Results

• In 2016, IPM‘s monthly dapivirine ring 
was found to safely and effectively 
protect one in three women or 
approximately 30% overall

• Higher protection seen in women older 
than 21 – up to 56%

• Exploratory analyses suggest 75% 
and higher efficacy with near-perfect 
use



• Two open-label extension studies that provide the ring to 
former trial participants

• Additional safety, adherence  studies on ring and PrEP use 
among females ages 16-21. 

• Submissions to regulatory authorities in 2017
• Preparations for possible market introduction in 2019
• End-user focused research to identify the prevention needs 

of younger women

What’s next for the dapivirine ring?



New tools for women to prevent HIV and protect their 
sexual and reproductive health could advance women’s 

empowerment and support the achievement of the SDGs



#Innovate4Her
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#Innovate4Her
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Thank You



Anabel Gomez
Global Marketing Manager of 
Product Introduction & Access, 
AVAC
March 20 2017



Prevention market manager

Global coordination

Accelerate introduction of prevention products

Understand the end user

Understand the payers of prevention £R $
Ksh



Research to Rollout Continuum

Global coordination

Accelerate introduction of prevention 
products

Improve R&D 
pipeline

R E S E A R C H   &   D E V E L O P M E N T

PRE ‐
CLINICAL 

CLINICAL BASIC IMPLEMENTATION 
SCIENCE

ROLLOUTINTRODUCTION 
INITIATIVES

PxRx

Understand the payers of 
prevention£R$

Ksh

Understand the end user



True or false 

• Contraceptive use is greater when more methods 
are available?

• Does improving features of current FP methods, or 
introducing new methods increase uptake?



Jilinde Goal 1:

Supply
Strengthen service delivery sites   
that KP and AGYW already frequent 
by integrating PrEP into existing 
combination prevention activities
Drop in Service Centers (DICEs), 
social franchise and private clinics, 
public health facilities, 
youth friendly centres

Demand
Promote PrEP and    
encourage retention & 
adherence using human-
centered design 
methodologies and  
behavioral economics

Demonstrate that oral PrEP works to reduce 
HIV incidence among key populations and 
AGYW when implemented at a population 
level in “real life” routine service delivery



Geographic Coverage



True or false

• Fewer girls than boys, aged 15‐19, have basic 
knowledge about how to protect themselves from 
HIV/AIDS?

• Children's participation in formal schooling is 
decreasing in African countries with the highest 
prevalence of HIV?



Thank You and Questions
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