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Global PrEP Uptake – 10 years in 
Approx. total PrEP initiations: 2,797,304



Global PrEP Uptake – 10 years in 
Global cumulative PrEP 

initiations have increased 25-fold 
in approximately 5 years – from 

107,614 in Q4 2016 to 
2,783,923 in Q2 2022

Over 800,000 initiations in 
2022 alone

About 79% of cumulative global 
PrEP initiations, or 2,196,960, 
were in sub-Saharan Africa 
(SSA) as of Q2 2022 – a stark 
increase compared to earlier 

years 



Country trends in oral PrEP uptake 
§ Six countries in SSA have 

surpassed 100,000 PrEP 
initiations, accounting for 
78% initiations in the region

§ South Africa and Kenya
were two of the earliest 
adopters with national 
programs scaling up over 
time

§ Zambia, Uganda and 
Nigeria have seen steep 
growth from 2020-2021; 
nearly 100% of initiations in 
these countries were 
PEPFAR-driven

Kenya 
256,321

South Africa
530,378

Zambia 
273,779

Uganda 
269,840

Nigeria 
276,761

Tanzania, 
103,953
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PrEP Initiations Mirrored PrEP Budget Increases

Source: PEPFAR COP20/FY21 Planning Level Letters 

COP20/FY21 was the only year with a dedicated PrEP earmark in the 
PEPFAR Planning Level Letters with a goal of reaching 1,000,000 
people on PrEP in that year.  



PEPFAR PrEP Uptake pre-COVID v. During COVID

§ In 21 countries the total number of 
individuals initiating PrEP tripled

§ Number of PrEP clients receiving 
3-month HIV testing during follow-
up increased by 174%

§ 99% of the PrEP_NEW target was 
achieved compared with 87% pre-
COVID

§ Absolute number of PrEP initiators 
doubled in the COVID-19 period

§ Most countries noted a percent 
increase in PrEP uptake during 
COVID-19 

New and current preexposure prophylaxis (PrEP) users in PEPFAR-
supported countries, by pre-COVID-19 and COVID-19 time periods

Kerzner M, De AK, Yee R, Keating R, Djomand G, et al. (2022) Pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) uptake and service delivery adaptations during the first wave 
of the COVID-19 pandemic in 21 PEPFAR-funded countries. PLOS ONE 17(4): e0266280. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0266280



PrEPing for 2030
Drivers of PrEP uptake 

§ Ambitious targets coupled with adequate funding, preferably earmarked

§ Early adoption

§ National commitment to scale-up

§ Well-coordinated partner landscape

§ Widespread access  

§ Sub-national buy-in and systems strengthening 

§ Community awareness and engagement 



Conclusions

§ PEPFAR PrEP programs support the majority of individuals initiating 
PrEP worldwide

§ Realistic target-setting with comparable funding is necessary to achieve 
those targets and sustain PrEP programs 

§ Anticipated budget cuts risk jeopardizing the growing impact of PrEP 
programs and need to invest in new PrEP products

§ Differentiated service delivery is effective, should be enshrined in policy, 
adapting for long-acting products and taken to scale 



Implications for Programming for Choice
§ Having options is predicated on PEPFAR and Global Fund procurement 

commitments 

§ Testing protocols and product availability may limit the design of 
programs 

§ Move toward choice among products AND delivery models

§ Start with sites with existing HIV prevention infrastructure and capacity 
with phased expansion to lower-level health facilities 

§ Shared decision-making and counseling 

§ Significant investment in community mobilization and demand creation 
for HIV prevention in general 


