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By 2019, 43 regulatory agencies have approved oral TDF/FTC for PrEP and 68 
countries have begun offering PrEP in some form. However, decentralized collection 
of PrEP data has posed a challenge for monitoring progress and identifying global and 
regional trends. To address this gap, AVAC began tracking global PrEP initiations in 
2014 to generate new insights to inform implementation and HIV prevention 
advocacy efforts.

The Global PrEP Tracker is a comprehensive database of ongoing, planned and 
completed PrEP demonstration projects, implementation initiatives and national 
programs. Project data is collected through a quarterly survey to 191 programs, 
covering PrEP initiation numbers, target populations, location, funding, service 
delivery settings, program types, results and tools created. 
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Data collected as of July 2019 indicates that the number of people initiated on PrEP is 
337,105 globally. North America and sub-Saharan Africa continue to have the highest 
overall number of initiations, accounting for 41% and 34% of the total number of PrEP
users, respectively. From July 2018 to July 2019, South America, Europe and Asia had the 
greatest percentage increases in initiations, while Central America and the Caribbean was 
the only region to see a decrease. While most interventions in sub-Saharan Africa focus on 
adolescent girls and young women, globally, men who have sex with men are the majority 
of PrEP users. This likely reflects the size, scope and geography of programs targeted 
toward specific populations. 

Collecting data on PrEP rollout globally enables advocates, implementers, policymakers, product 
developers and funders to identify national, regional and global trends, compare initiation rates 
and delivery channels across contexts and recommend program modifications to address gaps. 
Through regularly collecting and disseminating data on PrEP projects, the Global PrEP Tracker 
contributes to a more robust data landscape in the HIV prevention field.
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Figure 3. Number of PrEP Initiations by Region 

Figure 1. How Sub-Saharan Africa fits into the Global PrEP Landscape
Heat map of the number of PrEP initiations by country in July 2019

Figure 2. Regional Focus: PrEP Initiations in Sub-Saharan Africa

Among projects, programs and studies in sub-Saharan Africa, 61 focus on 
adolescent girls and young women, followed by 26 on women; 18 on FSW 
and MSM, respectively; 13 on men, adolescent men and serodiscordant
couples, respectively; and 8 on pregnant women. 

The public sector provides 
79% of PrEP services. 
Research clinics comprise 
nearly one third of service 
delivery settings, while 
primary/general health 
clinics provide 23% of 
services and NGOs 19%. 
13% of users access PrEP in 
hospitals and 8% in family 
planning clinics.
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